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in one of the little town's most beautiful buildings, containing
its most popular cafe. The fascist executive stepped in and
announced their decision : (The management of the
co-operative are invited to go into liquidation and dispose
of their property before the end of May ; for shopkeepers
have the right to carry on their trade without being crippled
by the co-operative.5 The management with some difficulty
secured a month's reprieve, but had to carry out the fascist
decree before the end of June.
The successful preaching and practice over a long period
of Prampolini's c evangelical' socialism could not avail to
save Reggio Emilia and its province from the fascist afflic-
tion. At Reggio the socialist municipality had organized,
with undeniable success and to the great benefit of the
population, pharmaceutical services, the distribution of
milk and meat and the provision of bread ; while it either
ran or controlled numerous food-shops, restaurants, and
a flour-mill. In the province agricultural co-operatives
farmed 2227 hectares, and there were in 1920 eighty-six
co-operative stores with 16,800 members and a turnover of
more than 53,000,000 lire. It was a new social system of
production and distribution, and it found itself up against
a coalition of all those whose private interests it affected.
After the middle of March, to quote Chiurco again : c The
fascists were in the ascendant and the red organizations,
attacked and plundered, began to decline.' The Reggio
Chamber of Labour was set on fire on April 8, and by the
middle of May many leagues and syndical employment
offices had suffered the same fate ; sixteen socialist muni-
cipal councils, including that of Reggio, had been forced to
resign, several hundreds of workers had been savagely
beaten up and dozens of socialist officials banished from the
province by the fascists. During April the People's Houses in
Salsomaggiore and Borgo San Donnino among others in the
province of Parma were burnt down. In the town of Parma,
where resistance to fascism was strong, the People's House
belonging to the Syndical Union was sacked, A few shots
were exchanged on April 19. The next day a general strike
was declared and the police arranged to arrest a large
number of c subversive * persons and confiscate the arms